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The curriculum for students in room 9 is heavily based in life skills and vocational education. Each day we strive to meet each student’s individual goals of independence. 


Room 9’s classroom has been designed to facilitate learning in vocational education through a classroom workshop center. This center allows students to develop fine motor and hand-eye coordination skills while performing packaging, sorting and assembly tasks similar to those in a sheltered workshop. These jobs have been created under the guidance of the occupational therapist. 


The classroom is equipped with 3 computers for student use. There are a variety of programs and specialized adaptive equipment to meet the needs of each student. Some of the equipment includes a Smart Board, switches, Intellikeys and an adapted mouse. The students use the computers in group activities and on an individual basis for communication, cause and effect relationships, reading readiness, social interaction, life skills software and leisure activities. St. Katherine’s Day School has wireless Internet access and one computer in the classroom is able to take advantage of this technology.

 
An additional center in the classroom is set aside for daily living skills. Students use the sink area each day to practice grooming skills: tooth brushing, hand and face washing. Dressing skills include: buttoning, zippering, independent dressing or cooperating with physical assistance. 

Homemaking skills include: table setting, dishwashing, laundry sorting and simple food preparation. The living room area allows students to practice sitting properly on a couch and turning a lamp on and off. Toileting and feeding skills are also addressed based on the needs of the students in conjunction with the physical and occupational therapists. Speech, physical and occupational therapies are provided on an individual, group and consultative basis. 


Socialization with peers is an ongoing goal for all students. Room 9 students interact with students from the other classrooms during: buses, lunch, recess, adaptive music therapy and physical education.

Community education includes trips to local businesses to gain an understanding of appropriate behavior in varied settings. Students travel by school van in small groups on a bi-weekly basis. Trips planned for the entire class will necessitate parent chaperones. 


A very special part of St. Katherine’s program is its dedication to providing education through a Catholic environment. Students participate daily in prayer and religious education. Monthly mass and prayer services are an integral part of our program. Students are encouraged to live out their Christian virtues on a daily basis. Seminarians visit each classroom weekly, participating in programming while sharing their time and talents with the students. Students are eligible to become candidates to receive the sacraments in their own parishes. SKDS will provide necessary preparation. Please let us know when your child is eligible. 

We believe strongly in our program but we realize parent involvement is critical.  IEP goals need to be worked on at home as well as at school. Communication binders are an excellent tool to allow parents and teachers to support each other in meeting the needs of the students.   

