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The curriculum for students with multiple impairments at St. Katherine’s Day School is a very diverse program.  St. Katherine’s concentrates on the students as an individual with special abilities not only special needs.

Room 4 focuses mainly on life skills. We try to enable the student, as much as possible, to work toward independence. Everyday the following skills are addressed: grooming, which includes hand and face washing, independent dressing skills or cooperating with physical assistance, feeding (i.e. adapting the student’s environment to best meet his/her needs with help from both the occupational and physical therapists), socialization through activities with other classes and within the community through class trips.
A very special part of St. Katherine’s program is Religion.  We understand the importance of student participation in all Liturgies and prayer services.  Also, students are eligible to become candidates to receive the sacraments in their own parishes. SKDS will assist in providing the necessary preparation.  Please let us know when your child is eligible.

Room 4 works closely with the physical and occupational therapists.  This is done mainly on a consultation basis once a week with the occupational therapist and twice a week with the physical therapist.  The Multiple Impairment program utilizes a variety of specialized equipment including: freedom standers, prone and supine standers, adapted bikes, posture chairs, therapy balls, tumble form equipment and individualized feeding equipment.  St. Katherine’s students also participate in physical education class once a week to further enhance the gross motor aspect of the program.  The Occupational Therapist works closely with us to provide the students’ fine motor abilities through intense work in the classroom.  
The students continue to work on Augmentative Communication.  This is accomplished through the use of flat boards, tactile boards, storybook talkers, switch plate talkers, and other communication devices we feel necessary.

Our Program also focuses on senses to allow our students to understand and interact with their world.  This is done through music therapy, cause and effect activities, switch toys, and extensive art projects that focus on a sensory stimulation. St. Katherine’s received a BLOCS grant to build a small Sensory Integration Room. The Sensory Room is located in the upper part of the school building.  Each student will have the opportunity to experience this special room multiple times throughout the week. 
Our classroom has two computers in their room for the students use.  There are a variety of programs and specialized adaptive equipment to meet the needs of each student.  Some of the equipment includes switches, Intellikeys, and an adapted mouse. Boardmaker is also used to aid in communication of the students in Room 4. The students will use the computer for group activities and on an individual basis for visual stimulation, eye/hand coordination, cause and effect relationships, social interaction, and leisure.  

St. Katherine’s believes strongly in our program but we realize parent involvement is critical.  IEP goals should be worked on at home and at school to provide continuity for the student.  Through conferences and communication books, open and honest communication is provided for the teacher and the parent.

The program for students with multiple impairments focuses on enhancing the students’ capabilities and providing an atmosphere where the students’ full potential for independence can be reached while helping him/her to be connected with the world. 

