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The Level 2 curriculum in Room 3 is set up to encourage children to develop a sense of self-worth, self-appreciation and respect, self-confidence, and independence. We also emphasize the importance of respecting one another. We work on increasing attending and focusing skills while emphasizing appropriate behavior and social skills. Children are taught to use classroom materials properly. 


In Level 2 classes we introduce and reinforce independent work skills, along with group lessons. We refer to most of what the children do during the day as “work”, not “play”. There are special play times and toys to encourage socialization and appropriate play skills. Children are encouraged to interact and participate in the daily activities and routines of the class. 


Our daily routines are scheduled to include lessons to increase the following skills: basic religion prayers and concepts, gross and fine motor skills, daily living skills (includes dressing and toileting skills), direction-following skills, math and reading readiness skills, and communication/speech/language skills.


A hot lunch is provided by the government school lunch program for a fee. Families in need may apply for a free or reduced lunch for their child. This is handled and determined by the Nutritional Development Services of the Archdiocese. Currently, the hot lunch program is not in operation.  We will let you know when it will start up for the school year.


Lunchtime is also instructional times. We use this time to teach, reinforce and encourage proper chewing, eating and swallowing skills, as well as good table manners. 

Speech and Language Lessons:


Speech and language lessons are provided daily as part of our reading and language lessons. The goals are to increase vocabulary, verbal expression, communication skills (making known needs and wants), and language concepts.


Our speech therapist, Ms. Jackie Hartung is here one full day and one half day a week. She works with the children in small groups for a half hour a week.

Speech and language concepts covered include:

- labeling objects and expanding vocabulary

- initiating (making wants and needs known, greeting peers and adults, questioning when curious)

- question asking, and how to answer a question

- direction/positional concepts (up/down, in/out, right/left, over/under, etc.)

- quantitative concepts (empty/full, light/heavy, etc.)

- classification (toys, people, furniture, clothes, animals, fruits, vegetables, colors, shapes, etc.)

- function association (What do we do with a toothbrush? Why do we use a refrigerator?etc.)

- using riddles and rhymes

- sequencing stories and events (What happens first?Next?)

- problem solving

Other skills reinforced


Religion Each child is encouraged to realize his/her uniqueness based on discovery of the 5 senses. It teaches many religion concepts, on a level our student are able to understand. Prayers are taught everyday.


Math readiness We teach number matching/naming/counting, shape recognition, coin matching and recognition, tracing numbers, some simple addition and clock skills. 


Reading readiness We teach skills of naming and describing pictures and objects, learning to follow along during a story, color matching and recognition, letter matching/naming/tracing and beginning word recognition and reading.  

Daily Living Skills (dressing/fastening skills, toileting and grooming skills, teaching personal information)- Leslie Rosenwaike, our Occupational therapist will work with the children in small groups and in classroom groups and give consultation to teachers and assistants in skill development. Leslie is also available to meet with parents upon request. 


Fine motor and printing skills (learning to hold/grasp a pencil/crayon, coloring and tracing skills, tracing letters, tracing/copying first name) are introduced and reinforced daily. 


Gross motor skills (children have physical education once a week, Betty-Lou Hadley-Laird, Phys. Ed teacher)-Children are also seen by the Physical therapist, Nancy Ryan, who will work with the children in small groups and in classroom groups and give consultation to teachers and assistants in skill development.


Computers Children will work in the computer lab at least twice a week. Children also use the two classroom computers on a daily basis. Computers and technology are used to reinforce readiness skills and to increase eye-hand coordination. In addition to the computers, we have a Smartboard that we will use that allows students to participate with interactive software.  
Policies:

Gym Day- MONDAY

Please remember that gym day is on Mondays.  Please send your child to school in their SKDS uniform with their sneakers on.  (The KoolKats t-shirt is not the gym shirt.)
PT and OT Day- THURSDAY
Please send your child to school in sneakers. Children will wear their regular school uniforms on PT day. 

Snack- EVERYDAY

Please pack a snack for your child each day. The snack should include a small bottle of water or a juice. If your child also brings their lunch to school please make sure to put the snack in a separate bag other than their lunch bag and label it with your child’s name and the word “snack”.

Birthday Parties

Please know that for your child’s birthday, you can always send in a special treat for the class.  Treats like, cupcakes, munchkins or donut holes are appropriate. Please feel free to send in juice as well. 
Weekend Sheets:

At the end of the weekend, talk with your child on what they did and fill in the sheet to be sent back on Monday. It helps them in their memorization skills and language skills. They really enjoy standing up in front of the room and talking about they did.

**Anything special that happens in their life, we love to hear about it!!**

***PLEASE REMEMBER TO LABEL ANYTHING THAT COMES INTO SCHOOL.  WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS THAT ARE LOST AND NOT MARKED WITH YOUR STUDENT’S NAME. ***




